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life in one of his alchemist's alembics the homunculus (little man),
whom he had fathered without the cooperation of a woman.
Asserting that "nothing is so secret that it cannot be made
apparent,"4 he presumed to God-like knowledge of the occult,
the hidden forces of nature; and he proffered blasphemous claims,
unheard-of before his day: "God can do everything through His
wisdom and art. Likewise, we shall be able to do everything.
Nothing shall resist us, neither magic nor spells; for these things
are from God, and they are His arts." 5
Yet, this necromancer, who composed a veritable cyclopedia
of occult sciences, praised "reasoning and experiment" as the
true sources of knowledge.6 This alchemist urged his fellow
adepts to "stop making gold; instead, find medicines" 7
His challenge opened the triumphant path for a new science,
biochemistry, and revolutionized two older ones, medicine and
alchemy. A vagrant quack whose faulty acquaintance with
anatomy barred him from academic honors, he taught the
learned doctors how to use man-made drugs; a mystic who
pondered over the one-ness of man and Universe, he formulated
the first modern theory of metabolism. However crude it was, it
shook the foundations of the ancient four-humor doctrine
(Chapter 4) to which most doctors still subscribed.
Many scholars have tried to understand this puzzle of Para-
celsus' two faces: Was he a medieval "magus" (see Appendix
A) or a modern scientist? A charlatan or a gifted healer? An im-
postor who grafted half-baked speculation on to careless and ill-
conceived experiments, or a deep thinker whose genius grappled
with problems beyond the grasp of his time? He has been praised
beyond his merits by some, and underestimated by others, as the
emphasis fell on one side or the other of his dual nature. Our
endeavor will be to understand the man, Paracelsus, "with all
his conflicts." The two aspects of his character, together, not
this on the one hand and that on the other hand, were his per-